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Activities

Complete the statements by drawing a line to the correct number. 

The lyrics to The Star-Spangled Banner were written 
by Francis Scott Key in this year.

There are this many notes in the bugle call, Taps.  

Nearly this many U.S. service members have lost 
their lives during wartime.  

Waterloo, New York held the first memorial service 
on May 5 in this year.

The name Memorial Day was first declared by 
federal law in this year.

Between Memorial Day and Labor Day, Americans 
eat about this many hot dogs per second.

In 2015, more than this many American flags were 
planted in Arlington, Virginia, on Memorial Day as 
a sign of respect to fallen soldiers.

1,200,000

24

818

1814

228,000

1967

18661. 
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4. 
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6. 

7. 

Know Your Numbers
Follow the instructions to complete the activity.
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American Holidays
Memorial Day

Reference: Pages 8-9

 General Jonathan Logan commanded the 31st Illinois Volunteer Infantry during the 
Civil War. Using the library and online resources, find out more about Logan’s life and 
accomplishments. Then, use your research to write a biography about him. Use the 
concept web below as a guide.

•  Where does  
this individual  
currently reside?

•  Does he or she  
have a family?

Adulthood

•  What did you learn  
from the books you  
read in your research?

•  Would you suggest  
these books to others?

•  Was anything missing  
from these books?

•   Where and  
when was this  
person born?

•  Describe his or her  
parents, siblings,  
and friends. 

•  Did this person grow  
up in unusual 
circumstances?

•  What is this person’s  
life’s work?

•  Has he or she received 
awards or recognition  
for accomplishments?

•  How have  
this person’s 
accomplishments  
served others?

•  What was this  
person’s education?

•  What was his or her  
work experience?

•  How does this person work; 
what is or was the process 
he or she uses or used?

•  Did this individual have  
a positive attitude?

•  Did he or she receive  
help from others?

•  Did this person  
have a mentor?

•  Did this person face  
any hardships?

•  If so, how were the 
hardships overcome?

Your Opinion

Childhood

Main  
Accomplishments

Work and 
Preparation

Help and 
Obstacles

WRITING A 
BIOGRAPHY
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Write a Biography
Follow the instructions to complete the activity.
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Write a Biography
Follow the instructions to complete the activity.
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Using information found in the book, fill in the missing information below.

1. A sculpture named The Spirit of  is on display at the African American 
Civil War Memorial. 

2. On Memorial Day, the U.S. president places a wreath at the Tomb of the .

3. General Order No. 11 named May 30 as the official day to remember the fallen soldiers of 
the  War.

4. The U.S. government officially named Waterloo, New York, the “   
of Memorial Day” in 1966.

5. Memorial Day is a national holiday that is observed each year on the  
Monday in May.

6. The Fleet of  has taken place in Depoe Bay,  
Oregon since 1945. 

7.  Raising your right hand to your forehead  
is called a . 

Fill in the Blanks
Follow the instructions to complete the activity.
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Symbols of Memorial Day
Follow the instructions to complete the activity.

American Holidays
Memorial Day

Reference: Pages 16-17

Using the book, write the name of each of the Memorial Day symbols shown below.  
Then, write a brief description of the symbol.

SYMBOL NAME

DESCRIPTION

SYMBOL NAME

DESCRIPTION

SYMBOL NAME

DESCRIPTION
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 Does your family celebrate any special holidays? Use the guidelines below to describe the 
holiday and how you celebrate it. 

1.  Name of holiday:

2.  When it is celebrated:

3.  Why it is celebrated:

4.  Special holiday foods:

5.  Special holiday activities:

Create Your Own Holiday
Follow the instructions to complete the activity.
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Memorial Day Quiz
Test your knowledge of Memorial Day by answering these 
quiz questions. Check your answers in the activity pack.

1 Who issued General Order No. 11?

2 What is The Spirit of Freedom?

3 Which state was the first to name May 30 a legal holiday?

4 Where is the oldest continuously running Memorial Day parade held?

5 At what time is the National Moment of Remembrance held?

6 How many soldiers died during the Civil War?

7 When did the Civil War take place?

8 When is Memorial Day celebrated?

9 Where does the Fleet of Flowers take place?

10 How many people have received the Medal of Honor?
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Key Words Match-Up
Write the words from the list below in the box above the 
correct definition for each word. Check your answers on 
page 23 of the book.

Arlington National  
Cemetery
comrades
Confederate 

 1. 
flower necklaces

 2. 
showing love for one’s country

 3. 
objects built in remembrance of a 
person, place, or event

 4. 
the northern states of the Civil War

 5. 
soldiers and other military members 
who served together in times of war

 6.  
the southern states of the Civil War

 7. 
a flag lowered about halfway down the 
flagpole to show respect for the dead

 8. 
people who have served in the military

 9. 
a military song that is usually played on 
a trumpet or bugle

 10. 
one of the largest cemeteries in the 
United States; located in Virginia, most 
of the people who died during the Civil 
War are buried here

Your
Score is
Your

Score is   =      %
KEYWORDS

half-staff
leis
monuments
patriotic

Taps
Union
veterans
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Memorial Day Quiz Answer Key
Compare your quiz answers with the answer key below.

1. Jonathan Logan

2. A sculpture on display at the African American Civil War Memorial in  
 Washington, D.C.

3.  New York

4.  Ironton, Ohio

5.  3:00 pm

6. About 620,000

7.  1861 to 1865

8.  On the last Monday in May

9. Depoe Bay, Oregon

10. More than 3,400
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